imens were deposited in a museum (Rodolfo Claro, personal communication) .
In this paper we present data on new records of Coralliozetus cardonae from the continental coast and islands off northern Venezuela, and the Netherlands Antilles (Curaçao and Bonaire Island), in the South-eastern Caribbean (Fig. 1) .
Recently, from 2005 to 2009, we made six expeditions to collect fishes along the coast and islands of Venezuela, where we sampled 145 sites using small rotenone stations, mostly during scuba dives (Projects: Shore Fishes of the Great Caribbean and Electronic Guide of the Marine Fishes of Venezuela). During those expeditions we collected 149 specimens of Coralliozetus cardonae (Fig. 2 ) in 14 stations (see material examined and Fig. 1 ). The specimens collected were deposited at the Museo de Historia Natural La Salle (MHNLS), Caracas, Venezuela, and the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), New York, USA. In addition we also examined four specimens collected by D.R.R. and J.V.T. at Curaçao Island (February 2005) , where there were no previous records, and two specimens collected at a station at Bonaire Island (August 2001) (Netherlands Antilles) and deposited in the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution (USNM), Washington, USA.
Standard length (SL) was measured to the nearest 0.01 mm by digital calipers and meristic counts were made using a reflected light based stereomicroscope. To identify the specimens we used the original description (Evermann and Marsh 1899) , other descriptive works (Stephens et al. 1966 , Acero 1987 , Hastings 1997 , Hastings and Robertson 1999 , and taxonomic keys (Stephens 1963 , Williams 2003 . Abbreviations of institutions follow Leviton et al. (1985) , with the addition of Museo de Historia Natural La Salle (MHNLS), Caracas, Description and distinctive characters. Coralliozetus species have the following characteristics: (i) They are small in size, with a maximum length of~37 mm SL in C. micropes (see : Stephens 1963) , in C. cardonae with a maximum length record of~25 mm SL (Acero 1987) . The largest specimen of C. cardonae that we examined is a male 28.84 mm SL (MHNLS 24610). (ii) The presence and variations in the form of supraorbital cirri differentiate the genera of Atlantic Chaenopsidae (Stephens 1963 , Stephens et al. 1966 , Acero 1984 , Hastings 1997 , Williams 2003 . Coralliozetus species have one or two pairs of simple, non-branching supraorbital cirri, originating over the centre of the top of each eye. In C. rosenblatti is present a flaplike supraorbital cirrus. In C. cardonae there are two pairs of ocular cirri; the anterior most cirri are larger, up to longer than the ocular diameter in males and shorter in females, and the rear cirri smaller in both sexes. (iii) The dorsal fin of Coralliozetus species has 28-33 elements. In C cardonae the dorsal fin has XVI-XIX spines, and 11 to 13 soft rays, for a total of 28 to 32 elements. (iv) Distinct flag-like membrane sometimes on anterior edge of dorsal first spine in males. There is as small projection on the front surface of the middle and top of the first spine. (v) The anal fin of C. cardonae has II spines and 19-22 soft rays. (vi) As is typical for the genus, the pectoral fin of all 155 specimens had 13 rays. Table 1 presents meristic data for all specimens examined in this study. Our data suggest a possible geographic variation in fin-ray counts from east to west along the coast and islands to the north of Venezuela. This decrease was also observed in Panamá (Hastings and Robertson 1999) and Belize (Greenfield and Johnson 1981) specimens, that presented minors modes in the dorsal soft rays (11) and anal soft rays (19), than in the Venezuelan and Netherlands Antilles specimens. However, populations of the northern Caribbean (Bahamas, Puerto Rico and Saint John) (Stephens et al. 1966) , and Colombia (Acero 1987) , present equal mode in the counts of the spines (18) and total elements of the dorsal fin (30), as those observed in our specimens from the east and central coast of Venezuela. (vii) The colour pattern is well differentiated between males and females (Fig. 2) . Males: the head and front third of the body are blackish, heavily stippled with fine blue spots, the rear body is transparent, with dark vertebral column and spines, dark marks along the bases of the dorsal and anal fins; a distinctive oblique whitish, blue-edged bar runs from the eye down and back towards the centre of the operculum; five whitish bars on and under the lower jaw; iris red, with a thin blue-white ring around it; supraorbital cirri black; spinous dorsal fin black at front, with small blue-white spots, shading to grey at rear; soft dorsal fin and anal fin translucent, with sooty cast, outer edges yellowish, rays dark; tail fin translucent with dark rays. Females: head and body transparent, irregular brown spots and blotches on head and front third of body, rear body coloured as in male; a large, indistinct whitish blotch in the cheek immediately behind eye, five dark bars on branchiostegal membrane and lower jaw; dorsal and anal fins transparent, with yellowish edges, fin spines and rays dark; first three dorsal fin spines orangeyellow; caudal fin translucent, with dark rays. Habitat. According with various authors (Böhlke and Chaplin 1993 , Greenfield and Johnson 1981 , Acero 1987 , Hastings and Robertson 1999 , C. cardonae occurs in clear-water habitats, from immediately below the intertidal to~5 m depth. Most specimens deposited in museums (USNM, UF, ANSP, AMNH, MHNM-INVEMAR) and examined by us, were captured within this depth range, although at Archipelago de Los Testigos, Venezuela (MHNLS 24601, 24602) 10 specimens were captured from 9 to 11 m. As in the coasts of Curaçao (Nagelkerken 1974) , Colombia (Acero 1987) and Saint Lucia (Hastings and Robertson 1999) , we found that in Venezuela C. cardonae is associated with hard coral and rocky bottoms. In such habitat it is very abundant in some stations in the Península de Paria (Fig. 3 , MHNLS 24610, 24613: 64 specimens) and Archipiélago de Los Monjes (MHNLS 24604: 25 specimens). There it inhabits empty worm tubes and empty barnacle tests, often imbedded in fire coral (Hydrozoan) Millepora alcicornis (see Fig. 3 ). 
